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From the series Gypsy Madonna, #06, 2010
watercolour and tempera on lithograph with sequins and embroidery
72x52.5cm
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Alexander Barkovsky (b1979 in Tashkent) is a young promising artist from Uzbekistan. He works with
different media, such as computer graphics, photography, photo-collage and video, experimenting
boldly and combining them with painting in search of his own language.“Gypsy Madonnas” is an
important milestone in Barkovsky's practice. The work is about gypsies roaming in Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan. The artist captured their way of life much like an anthropologist and the residency within
Gypsy community become an important source of inspiration for him. A. Barkovskiy made his
international breakthrough in 2013 at Sotheby’s, London with his unique work Gypsy Madonna
#6.The photographs are printed as lithographs and the artist then colours the prints by hand using
watercolours and tempera. Mechanically produced photographs then receive a warm immediacy of
the artist's hand-drawn finishing touches thereby transforming their message and meaning. Each
image rests within a specially made frame, commissioned by Barkovsky and created by specialist
Uzbek craftsmen, that shrouds the images with resonances of some of the most socially embedded
and significant Uzbek rituals.
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